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The medal was presented on 19 July, by the President, H.R.H. the
Duke of Connaught, at Clarence House, St James's.
In 1928 his father, James Rutherford, died at the age of eighty-nine.
Only a short time before his death he was straight in the back and
remarkably active for his years. Rutherford has stated that he felt that
his father might have become a very good engineer, for he showed
great skill in devising and controlling turbines and water-ways, in
connection with his flax-mill.
In May, Rutherford lectured in Berlin to the German Chemical
Society on "Atomic Nuclei and their Transformations". He stayed
with his friend and old pupil Dr Otto Halin of the Kaiser Wilhelm
Institute.
At one time physicists looked askance at the periodic table as
something as remote from physics as the Hebrew alphabet. It is now
a vade-mecum, a Bradshaw, a Baedeker! Rutherford stated that at
the time of his lecture thirteen elements were known to eject protons
under bombardment. He pointed out that "it was probably not an
accident that uranium and thorium are the sole survivors of the heavier
nuclei in the earth to-day", meaning that it was due to their very long
periods of transformation.
RUTHERFORD TO HAHN
8 May 1929, I got back home this morning at 10.15 a^r a- very pleasant
journey. We were very comfortable on the train and I slept peacefully
through to Harwich. I feel very fit and have already done a good day's
work but make haste to write to you on my safe arrival. I am getting
this typewritten so as to save you the bother of deciphering my writing
which is far from perfect. I had a most delightful time with you at
your home and in Berlin. You and your wife could not possibly haVe
looked after my comfort, both material and spiritual, better than you
did. It was a great pleasure to meet you and so many old friends again
under such pleasant circumstances. I thought it was very kind of you
to prepare such original dinner cards. If you by any chance could send
me copies of the old snapshots you used I would be very glad to have
them*